A& 59 el 074 T oY
NN LN €124 NI° Fw-::

Cchand T4 €O LT

€% A -G AGA LUTT NP3m4.
ATEL LIL Ao egvirma)
Zh-G AT N“7hTF PN avm-9°
NHY 9°07¢T yo-:

AT1SY NMLHe: NG ATS.LLCITU NILAT D NAMMANMGC AP MFT LONTUT APCS I AGNK NA ASTHE CNNAS PN TP TUT
Ut OAGH AL ARTE oo 14 TP QAL 80000 LMY 4AT RIRTLET WA GHEASE N9AP° PN @1EPF -
271 oond o RSP0 AE 0P TV NAPrE A13T0 +Poav-its 8% ea . &:-H

GANT ATICEP

GANT “INT ATL %Gt 114
TCTe GAPOMAZ

U- OAZE NALE. NMALEI® IAA
AL PHOmo: NG NANG
A hS AT hSfE® onL 1=

1. &A0 0T n0Fo- 1017 Abdr LU APANE G LNAA:

m4 “INt LUrSAz= o 4LA0N ANA

N4 neowlt LA mé “I0NT

LUSAT

A- APANT N1E° LA AUl
N9E® L1A5 OAL o x
2. YL o8 VLIt mpPaT - APANT NLTIAS m-FF o Fo-
aG AN j®« convert - PP APGAN
PPHOY Y21 T 0 hA
APt AT “INT oz
NAHYVI® T@- LAGT AP0
& MV1E5T PUTE AGU-E (0T
ANGAA) PUlmé U-D9° ADTTE
MAPOTT CavhnI-AZ PLNT “IC
P97 LANT “ICLP LA JAT NN
LT LANT 0910 YA
L NTINTF CAANT “ICPI°NE
«NAg® AGANT 27900 APT0A
0N 03 SrICATAT PRIPSEP
NHY N4 GAP®° 0f miLaPo-
GA° THOLTE N4 GAI° AT
AT HY PA LmdoIn:
PLOT ICLIT LANT
CONNT N0k (64 Gt 0L 2P
PF PLAT APCLT ArPNC NN
LF NALU-E o117 PPPF hend
NG NA@ AQNLFT A“TPMA
b9t N.oNS ABTo7 avAhRN

a- ¢ CPPA PPT ANA AT
N°9haS. ONTTo-x

w- GA° P ETFADT AIPAN N199hAS.
FATFo-x

NARY Ut N5 0T oG

@ PG ANTETI°: NNNC 0L (78
AT Ao AP CFHIE o7 NHY
¢L9° PN AP AP NG &0 T
GCeI heTI M@ AP ANPLP ¢4HD
ot ot 0l0FE QLY Uk
NIEeT PLOT “ICLI° NGEmdT AL
néMe 0F4 s 0raeoT? TN =

AG G€ANF APAT NP%avtk 15
$7 1007 PSONLE LUTT U
Aao\NC: Y U-f CT0TTT NG
ADALTE AaoN T -

PLONT “ICLP” NHNNT &)
A1 NSz Ano: AP U-h PI07

ThedTiey = e
k i 3y Fh R HAARE 8Ag

272C APemPt 1NCI NHY YA TACT
MY AP LANT ACINT LANT “9CPP°
ALK OGS4 GANT A“ICLI°: 4AN
TCELI° WhOTON Br1é-Ax

LUT WTE Nogplio- 1 PP
0t “1CLP° AONET APLAT hPCET 11
AMNTE@: NE N9 PNLPT NEFo- 0T
1230 AU RS av§ v P
32 AAPLT LAONTE “ICLP° PoU0A0-
PA NLIT° LIG A=

APLONT “1CLP FAAD YICT 0
Cto-AdAI NALV P40 TNCAA <N,

PN Fo-I L. 09 hONLF TNDL
TFoZ hPCLT NAAPNEGT LANT
LT NAPAE TIC 1T awARNT
AMNSGFT onlo- 017 000 17

4 HALHN LN TOY ANt gy9e:

NTH Ao AP U avar( @ PS
TELNT =

hN @ANRLP AP 44N

LVUT So-d TZA?
nad.o edbma.....

nehs A%°Ah Adh Hovy
@ACTT
NATHY ¢Pie Ot 0@-P 7w
177 09 HCO PO#AN 1N& (1426 -
1460 %.9°)= Havy avje)p>3Fm-9°
oC I I ChACKE 1”1 Xh&
Havy levOQA groPA:x 0% HCO
08N Nl O FoT NHE

0t oL L7 NCYT hHo4 = (IHav
Y o Fo- (M9 NH A NET
nCOLEST7? £a%4.7 NH 4G T
C+aA4NT &0Fo NF 8 GG+
Z4PA= LY 0P T ATL AN 1LECL
0 HOs8, Pacap- WOFT P+t
NG A0 LECLN P hd. °0m.C
7Z RCOTY (@& 1% 3 LHEA)

e
P>}
>
A

&7rc & hen & €0

Nhéét HIET heA

AT A o-
Gavt Phi-dot
IHAM HPT
ALV
AL

€40 S0 LDPI9° AT,

GA%) APl SNHA:=»
a ol Bl




Touch me not; for I am not vet
ascended to my Father

Some people have been asking why did
Jesus say to Mary Magdalene, “Touch
me not; for I am not yet ascended to my
Father” but, allowed Thomas to do so.
Different people have interpreted this
verse variously. What does this verse
really mean?

This verse is found in the Gospel
according to St. John, chapter 20, verse
17. And its states, “Jesus saith unto her,
Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended
to my Father: But go to my brethren, and
say unto them, I ascend unto my Father,
and your Father; and to my God, and
your God. Mary Magdalene came and
told the disciples that she had seen the
Lord, and that he had spoken these things
unto her.”

So, why did John quote Jesus as having
said, “Touch me not; for I am not yet
ascended to my Father”? Should this be
understood to mean that Mary Magdalene
wasn’t allowed to touch Christ after His
resurrection? To properly interpret this,
it is important to realize that, as is
frequently the case, John’s account offers
a unique perspective on the event. His
take offers more about what Christ sees
in a person’s heart, rather than the
synoptic accounts of sense perception.
Compare John’s version with St.
Matthew’s (28:9-10): “... Jesus met them,
saying, All hail. And they came and held
him by the feet, and worshipped him.
Then said Jesus unto them, ‘Be not
afraid: go tell my brethren that they go
into Galilee, and there shall they see
me.’”

St. John’s coverage of Christ’s initial
appearance to St. Mary Magdalene might
be better understood by reading the
following paraphrase. Since you already
believe that it is I, speaking to you, and
that I have arisen, be assured that I will
be around for a while, so that we may
talk further. But, now, your assignment
is to go and tell my brethren about my
resurrection from the dead. Otherwise,
this Bible citation is apt to be
misinterpreted as meaning that she (a
woman) should not touch Him after His
resurrection and before His ascension.
All the Gospels confirm Mary Magdalene
to have been the first one to see Jesus
after His resurrection. If the real issue

had been that she wasn’t good enough to
touch Him, Christ would have shown
Himself to one or more of His disciples.
It does not make sense to suppose women
who discovered His resurrection before
the rest of His followers; weren’t allowed
to touch Him. Because Mary Magdalene
had told the disciples the good news, she
is known both as the apostle to the
apostles, and as an equal to the apostles.

In another instance, Jesus invited Thomas
to touch him. Thus, he, who had not
been with the other disciples when Jesus
appeared earlier, might realize our Lord
knew what was in his heart, even while
he yet doubted. In the same chapter, John
reported “The other disciples, therefore;
said unto him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’
But he said unto them, ‘Except I shall see
in his hands the print of the nails, and put
my finger into the print of the nails, and
thrust my hand into his side, I will not
believe.” On the eighth day after the
resurrection while the doors were shut,
Jesus appeared again in the midst of His
disciples and this time Thomas was in the
house. Jesus said to them ‘Peace be unto
you’”. Since there is nothing hidden
from Our Lord Jesus Christ, He knew
what Thomas had told the other disciples.
And that is why after He greeted them
said to Thomas, “Reach hither thy finger,
and behold my hands; and reach hither
thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and
be not faithless, but believing (John
20:25). Reread the whole thing carefully.
Note, this Gospel does not indicate
whether or not Thomas touched our Lord.
Instead, it records his faith statement,
“My Lord and my God.”

Therefore, by comparing the above
citations, we should learn that Christ
desires all, including us, who have not
seen what they saw, to receive the
blessings of belief, rather than remaining
faithless. We should appreciate Christ’s
sensitivity to individual needs, in
receiving the seed of faith, rather than
gender differentiation, preferring that
only men (the disciples) should touch
Him after His resurrection.
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The ANAPHORA OF ST. MARY

Let us now return again to peak of
the holy Virgin, speaking of her
conception which is wonderful to
all, and saying: O Virgin, when
there abode in your womb the fire
of the Godhead, Whose face is
fire, Whose clothes are fire,
Whose covering is fire, how did it
not burn you?

In what part of your womb were
the seven curtains of the flame of
fire prepared and spread ? Were
they in the right or the left side
while you were such a small
body?

In what part of your womb was
the glittering cherubic throne,
compassed by the flame of fire,
prepared and planted while you
were a young bride?

How wonderful it is! A mother
and a maid; the narrowness of the
womb and the infinite; conception
without intercourse, as a bee
conceives, from the voice of a
word; milk (1) with virginity.

When I think of this, my mind
likes to swim in the depth of your
Son’s seas, and the billows from
the hiding-place of your Beloved
sweep across it.

Again when I think of this my
mind likes to soar and ascend
secretly and draw back the
curtains of the hiding-places of the
Living One; it becomes afraid of
the flame of fire and does not
reach even one fourth of the way
to heaven.

When I think of this my mind
likes to mount the shoulders of the
winds to fly east, west, north and
south to all the ends (of the world)
to see the nature of the creatures,
to measure the depths of the seas
and to know the height of heaven,
and travelling thus to every part it
becomes faint and returns again to
its former place

Now let us not further enquire or
even think of the greatness and
profundity of Him Whose
grandeur cannot worthily be
praised, no, not by the tongues of
the prophets nor of the apostles.

He is the mighty One Whom none
can discern by subtle device_ but
He became humble among us; He

P
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is the most high, to Whom none
can attain_ but among us He took
upon Him the form of a servant;
He is the impalpable fire, but we
saw Him and felt Him and ate and
drank with Him.
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