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The Biblical Ethiopia

"Ethiopia stretching out her hands unto God. Psalm 68:32"

The name Ethiopia has been mentioned more than 45 itintless Bible. Some of the
so called Bible scholars have salthe name of the modern country did not acquire the
name Ethiopia until the 20th century. It had been called Ayssinia. But this misleads
people, including the Ethiopians themselves to connect eences to Ethiopia in the
Septuagint and in the New Testament to their country.'In some cases like the American
Bible Society went too far and replace the name EthmpglaSudan in their past version.
Although what they have stated and done is very offensivallions Ethiopians, | am
writing this note in what appeared to be a fit of piquetb confute the deliberate error made
by them. It is possible to debate in great depth with regatfuis issue as the Ethiopian
history is so immense and lots of supporting documentavaitble. Yet it is beyond the
scope of this article to provide comprehensive revievin@fthole field. However, | just
briefly outlined below when and where the name Ethiopia originateevaads the Biblical Ethiopia?
Ethiopian source

The term Ethiopia used in the past to describe the gosotith of Egypt that
stretching to India. However, throughout the centurias phodigious country dwindled to its
present shape for many reasons. | leave aside why tleplathiempire has lost all its
territories, as it is not the main objective of thiscde but to show the term Ethiopia did not
crop up in the 20th century but has been used for centurees gountry in all aspects of life.

First, according to the Ethiopian traditions, the né&itigopia first was used after the
Ethiopian King Aethiops | who reigned around 1860 BC and thwesahave been called
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Ethiopians after him ever since. Therefore, the nameofthioriginated 2000 years before
Christ, even before the Greeks used it to describpdbple below south of Egypt.

Second, since Judaism was introduced in Ethiopia around 950 BiGpians
annually used to go to Jerusalem to worship the GodraélisThis is backed by St. John
Chrysostom who lived in the fourth century mentioned ghesence of Ethiopians in the
Holy City on the day of Pentecost. We know that Etlainp have been worshipping the God
of Israel ever since. The Ethiopians at the time amth @ow have been making pilgrimages
to the Holy Land.

Even after the conversion from Judaism to Christiartig Ethiopians have been
paying visits to the Holy Land and established monasterie®st holy places wherever our
Lord Jesus Christ taught and performed great deeds. And hbgselaces are still in our
possession. Their presence, way of life and placesegsss described by many European
pilgrims throughout generations who also said “the Ethmpiare the most pious of all
monks” in Jerusalem. One of the earliest European accatboiut the presence of Ethiopian
Christians in the Holy Land was the Latin Church fatBerJerome who lived in Bethlehem
around 386 AD.

Third, the famous Ethiopian Church music composer St.dvate lived in the sixth

century has used the term Ethiopia in his Hymins,.. %} < G Y D@ "U
U&= u u4 (1Q&..UQE & ]DK U4 @ @ )&
[ Q: 4v

Fourth, those resplendent Ethiopian monarchs for instBngeeror Amde Tsion and
Emperor Zera Yacoub who lived in the 14th century meatian their letters “Emperors of
Ethiopia...” These letters are currently archived at\Mhtican Library.

Fifth, the famous Emperor Lebene Dingel who livedhm 16th century composed a
prayer which later on added to the early Morning Prayeat&&or the Horologium
mentioned the term Ethiopiata®D!80= @ )& [Q: °
DD!0 >FV +# ' @N (6 q€ &v
Other sources

The relationship between Ethiopia and Israel goes bagktiquities. King David
had the desire to build the Temple of God but he neveesded. However, his son King
Solomon, who reigned some 40 years (970- 930 BC) decidedldatoei Temple of
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Yahweh; and in order to provide the materials for thé&dmg he sent out his ships to various
countries. One of these places was the land of Ophirii#hinh is situated on the west coast
of the Red Sea. Many Ethiopist reckon that the nanae wight be derived from the name
Ophir which is situated in the northeast of Ethiopia. iiaén reason for King Solomon
sending his ships to this part of the world was, becalige diigh commercial and maritime
activity on the coast of the Red Sea. It is well kribat the Egyptian Pharoses have had
commercial link with the land of Punt/Ophir since 3000 BC. iflagn imports were gold,
platinum, Myrrh, eye cosmetic and other ingredient&rélare lots of reasons to support this
land of Punt is situated within the present Ethiopiatesta recent times Kings Solomon’s
gold mines have been discovered in the southern pBthafpia. So it is more unlikely to
connect Zimbabwe as King Solomon’s mines. One of the g@sdnefor importing

materials from Ethiopia could be the quality as it ismtimned in Job 28:19 “The topaz of
Ethiopia shall not equal it.”

The prophet Isaiah who lived in the 8th century BC teis“Woe to the land
shadowing wings, which is beyond the rivers of Ethiopiat $eads ambassador by the sea,
in papyrus skiffs over the waters. 1s.18: 1” First, thesse clearly indicates that the country
must be on the West coast of the Red Sea which is Edhaspihe neighboring kingdom at
Napata was far from the Red Sea Coast and where kb jhin. Secondly, the kingdom at
Napata or Meroe at the time tends to use the land roat&gypt. Thirdly, it is still very
much in use of papyrus boats in Lake Tana, northweSthobpia. Fourthly, on this chapter
verse 3 it says, “...the signal being hoisted on the mmgitoook!” If we take this verse,
Ethiopia is the only mountainous region compare to t#a8 or Egypt. Therefore, it is the
present Ethiopia which is mentioned in Isaiah.

The prophet Zephaniah (640-609 BC) prophesized that “ From bekenavers of
Ethiopia my suppliants, even the daughter of my dispeg®ll bring mine offerings Zep.3:
10.” This prophesy clearly tell us that the long term cemmal links between Israel and
Ethiopia and above all the dispersed children of Israeildvgo back to the land of their
ancestors. This exodus is a very recent event thaséimols of Ethiopian Jews (the Falasha)
immigrated to Israel.

Jeremiah (605 BC) mention “Now when Ebde-Melech thedptan, one of the
eunuchs which was in the kings house, heard that they hadJgyemiah in the
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dungeon...Jer.38: 7.” It has been a custom to use eunuche imotise of the Ethiopian
Royal household till the time of the last Emperor el&klassie. So we can see some kind of
connection between the Royal household of Ethiopialsna@l. For instance It has been said
by the classical writes or other travelers, the Hiiaios are known for being very amenable
to reason and justice, a good natured, kind and so indméargiveness that they readily
pardon any injuries. The benevolent Ebde-Melech is quealexample.

Jeremiah also mention in chapter 46: 9 “Come up, ye hoasesrage, ye chariots;
and let the mighty men come forth; the Ethiopian dmedlLibyans, that handle the shield; and
the Lydians, that handle and bend the bow.” Many write® ibeen said about the bravery of
Ethiopians army in the ancient times. For instance Alansiaid “they sit a horse well, are
quiet strong and healthy and are brought up and insured teridilring hunger and thirst as
much as can be imagined, and continue in the fieldhfoigteater part of the year, suffering
all the discomfort and inclemency of sun, cold, ramd avith little food. Marco Polo also
said, “you must know that in the province of Abash, theesexcellent soldiers, and many
horsemen. They have great number of horses. Andwelisfor them that this is so, for they
have to fight with Sultan of Aden (Adal), with that Nfibia, and with many more besides.
On account of this constant practice in arms, theydaemed the best soldiers of all the
provinces of India.

The Yemeni Ambassador Hasen Bin Ahmed described “a pedgecat bravery,
strong endurance, great numbers and a wide boundariesoufibendure long journey and
much suffering.”

Once again the Greek travelers and historians from @intirees provide us most

helpful guide. They have left us very credible detafl®i@~ their gods love the blameless
Ethiopians, the whereabouts of this stupendous natiorhamaebple.
Ethiopia’s civilization probably reached its apogee durtng Axumite period and in the
latter 3rd century Mani wrote that Aksum was known as oithe four great powers of the
world. Cosmas Indicoplestes who was in the 6th centfigrs constantly to “Ethiopia” and
its capital “Aksum”. He tells us of the export fronthibpia of nuggets of Gold, Ivory and
species, Myrrh and others where obtainable at the mafk&dulis and Aksum. Aeschylus
also said about this land and its people as "...a lamafffaa nation of black men... men who
live hard by the fountain of the sun where is the rivegtbiopia."
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As Professor Sergew Hable Selassie summarized in lik tthe Ancient and
Medieval History of Ethiopia™ in the very beginning thlasuntry which we call Ethiopia
today was only part of the area known by the same rantbke classical writers. These
authors divided Ethiopia into two parts and this distincti@s important because later the
northern part was to become known as Nubia and the Bdhiepia was retained only for
the region of the Axumite Empire. As mentioned in firg paragraph some foreigners used
the term Abyssinia in the past, nevertheless, Ethiopgians been addressed themselves for
centuries as Ethiopians.

Some Biblical scholars flagrantly disregarding the tmeaning of the Bible and
mislead others by distorting the true meaning of the Bibkerms of Ethiopia. In 1976 the
American Bible Society has deliberately altered thentéEthiopia” into “Sudan” in the
Good News Bible. The Holy Synod of the Ethiopian Ortho@hurch (EOC) strongly
protested and denounced this malicious act. In resportee 8©OC the office of the United
Bible Societies recognized the deliberate alteration rbgdbe American Bible Society and
assured that further reprints of the Good News Bible ldvdae stopped. This kind of
fabrication will continue and we Ethiopians have tesponsibility to defend our history and
heritage.

“Ethiopians shall bow down before him, and his enemies shalkltbe dust.”Psalm 72:9

Beide-Mariam Ejigu Retta
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