Con A%

PANTALC NCE aARRT
PTUCT 199t wARNT
PUmL TU NI /0
A0t aoHg® L7

PASTF “puNC

oLANA “ICL’ PUNCHET

POt OTLA AP

- P9A® LU
- TPL0N HIL 4AT

- A1ANTS A1ADL

- The Biblical Ethiopia

a4.4L 1T
- Hg

- héG o

%

11

12

13

14

17

24

31

35

36



CoN Widd
@Fh No°_eAH Yno Uy NAr:

137 ®LHY YA9° PPt PN bt NCALELTTT 04 hE&CD
VFIAT %09°7 SOVIC HIL aea)z LaT°9° OA9°T LAT HIL OTFA PPl
GA“IPET TGN =

W1 hWOTA5454 o89° OA/»AMTT NAGA D14 0L W14 NGA UIGCE
ho-4-8 @5 0% MG A“INING O @7 Aot (+TIPT AL
PBG 12477 ATINPT 10 WTE. AMA TIC hRLLP:

NP LPo eTHLF o R79C 0reanto. 299° Tifo: hvt 4540 0L
A% AL NGA Mt 2L 0118 AT8.20LAT NiNFa WIL.0TNNA:
12380« K78.9°0 MmPAA@: AKCHR °FT PULAT 71L& RILVPINT PpdG
/P& GwiAs BN Ui 018227 L° W14 W145000 T3 PC P
LOANTAZ NAHY @& &PE LT Kh&NL 174 wCt o4LA9° 7 +MANTTI°
04 NG P+ hANT =

ncotn 17 L% aeem e+MANT? 05 ATV Pmovar @y A7 PGT
P120@7 AGPOTAT NAPY GA9°T SOIT HIL ova)z NAg°T9° enm? H7& ovm
AO: (LH ooy :

1. ANGEHE QA 08 PN T FNC WILPT “NELITE 0 RILPY 4807
“IHIT (LH aoP? oI AMAOSe: TAPE U-F avo0t Y-

2. WH AlH 08 TPt U-079° APNLA APt RCAP° “L0EI AFEP
+Ama: A780G07 PAHLI° AHAGAL 3Nl KI8T ATLLLRNT
0LAONA OH UF 287 OHY 05 +mfE 77 b T0F TTHNT oPhd.Az
POH.E NN@-P@: $INC KCA MOF ¥ PP+ (LH aoP) GOAA =

3. AN PULLCNA 05 FIC NTC A0S0 TAPE U-F OH U-F
avol)-f oo MY Yo- =

4. AMPAA@ MA 0507 AET OACH AIC 10T o OHYE 10



ATV PL3LF AT AP0 N5 045 TNF 957 °F hCh o F PRCNT
L2t A5 NAOM7T OGHFT AP TT UTTA

ncofa A% H A7 N9LPAG N°Lm47° NNCS NOCP AATOLTI® 71
797 PNL Lo NIGAN NLoP HT: NLI™ 4] hoMT KIE = LTI9° P50
LPTCh 0IATP

‘Fo- PAFUG 1°9mé MOCPS ONC Mk 22650 KTSASS Uz n0fF 50

NEPOATUST YIC 17 0N0do: 0 L9° 10-C CTE0E® QAANT ACO-9®

ncota’ (8.2, 8:1L-TH)
LA 004 £OZEA = PUNT NAGP: NAY®T EAMT HIL @ $Mo- (11L9°
ATl P71 (AP T

NME o9 amF QA AIL5 @ NAPT NCaFn N.oAL £510 NAY°
ALC NN 1o (kP €:10)x nA® N°RC NN“TL9° N1PD-9°7 NAL AL
TARFTI° A CU-T AAAY° PNTEE° Pméo: AP PoL.00N4.A 10+ avl't
10 OTBARO: M &R AWTLHGT10: L. 0NAe0 @LLT NOLL @8
Lt FAC AT 0A° MEFAFA FC NHFNFA: RCOHT° RT45D LA
£1AMA

‘AAHY 20 LNATU- RSt 018t NACHYFD- PATFU-= N°CS NNVC

AT 17 0P AT U L. 0NN OCENTAAT NACAI® FAP &M hANT PE&T

Hov} RIRPLNT - FPAG = (W@ 18318 =
NCaFn Poeae- (9°LC NAIPT APl 105 = RGO 40+ PAAT® KAAP:
NA° PUTT@ NAGH Y@-G = hAGPN POA hAd e NLTPFA (ha. H:E)x
&r nCaFa OLOTIPC

‘D7 At@-ATU-hAUE 014927 AODTU-RAD-.. ) (S h L0 B%) =
LA &0 A NAPT AOMTFU-hAU- AA: CAF0 e 37 (40 Aaeganl e9°
POm@: FA NA° AUATU- LUT POLA@T Y@< PAANY® PHG1L@ PA QAR
AUATFU- GUFT POLA Yor 2NYP CINT AUATTT PLLT NPT “ITTT ho-
PACHFN aNdA PNAT® 4C7 10+ L NCOFN PAAT® T/ 10 ATI° 9104
AT? NAY° 107 NAHY PNAZ°T AAPT ATNHo-:

nN6-0 hiry @ANALP



faony QA9° P &S00 0B LA
ANTALC NCLX P ARNT

ancofa nCater eHNATFY- = PRACE S hCHANN TPVE K1t
ANFTF NPL7LE W17 ALFTT AL ST ARPH-N NCOFN G0 F-¢
Pav L3090 (P NPAE ) NGA NNA AMS ALLATUT hLLNT hEA
gavny NAP° L HGAI° NEL LA ANHSRC NCE AN P17 LIAA

PrOLSTU P17 P L5909 LHANTF I gV bt NCNLST
W78 W1LAREo0G WILtoowlt+ @LAaA e AT N9°50F @00t LHE
oo Bavl e APTTPF M40F A NCOELT APTE QRS MNCINT LI
gov@-e8LG Qoo €57 0%t Pont Noery +T°147 PANG 10 1H P40
NEP19° P1FF7 P& 7 PhEenn NCAFN 0CST> NAAATAET P40T7
PP Lt NCOEST AT RTH N0t NALRLTI® @5 T TTNLS o004
NChA. PL17@07 0t NCOALET THET QHE QL5 (hr2d A°0T) %9 OTINTA
07 =

N34 N9LH@: PI°APGT TC hPamovl (0055 M+ NCNELLHI®
ee PO SMINTT $300,000 (PO oof QY £AC) AdN7enCO £40 ALH O
NH.L NTINIA $€7 = 05757 Wi180P NARLTIO- PGT 0& 04T THET 04
205 199 HAPT PA@ bt NCNELT A“Iwdst hOT = GUTr Ya0F77
A°OGE Wa@-dF oo £IG 0717 3T 00T $390,000 (PO oof HMS 1.
EAC) TNXLT ot THET hAN Polwlo7 bt NCOELT TAT N“Twist
NG4S PLT MG LCANT L I 9°00°57 NITHT Nevdg® ANt NCNE L
Qwl e TN NLPM-° P7LLN4.A10 TTHA N5 ek N$CAN LH +wCF
ATIVIANE CTTHA PTFTT N0l 8HT719° ANIC I PI°09°FH™ &TC N'LH
®L 1LH APenovl 905 NINCTNF AChA, T NCNESLT oS0t hAFAT =
NHY° e+ 2077 F4977 0PCAN “1P0AA P/TTANTT 0718 NT4.A
PTTI0 PG h, YON N4 £A DA L+ NCOELT THE? ALHRO: FIANINT



CMHINTT 05 NTeRCA A%0 bt NCONELT “Iwdt LWPT 8T PGy, 10
AP0k WPCOT o £I6 N“17 37 hovt PATNET b NCOLELT
1$3,500,000 (POt “LOST K0T ovf O, £AC) THTT AMHANLC N9 g0lh
Mo e 1AIA AL RTIEAT = GUTII® AL CFAIo NASTT +NNCS
ACASF NPPr @LLTI £I4TU K15L0T KIME PAT =

NHY° dA NC% LS00 PO+ NCNELS WIADL PURT WOFF P7L94NT
N3 445 CHIIMA Mok TG 0“INn+ AL0n Ny L+ NCNEST o0
U190 OLeTC NEA NAITT AT 4T A1 PAA b+ NCNESE Al
P07 0LF N7 n0Th AH0LLT THET RIAGNT Neamt Ag 15 A=

AUTP° 207 PNLC TIHA AT NG TG N°LeAPNT 1H

¢ MHoT N& NF RTLT aIAIA RILPTTEA AT 1LE25 OaHr

hop1 &yt etgdae (AT 1olt@ 07.04CN@-7 Y00 +PANTT ANL.ALO-T
AGPLA9° 'HISS T AR AT15 0T =

PANTSLC NCH N NCOELE CHMHOTT PNLC T7HA (T°CLE) AdPhé.A
PI°000GET KCAT NeoMPPT LT7LLHTT  N91L£47 7.e000N@7 T7HA
APCRLE NEP ANTh N9LHe NePamt 050« PoLPAANTT NGETE PLT
hELL 1= NPLH@: NI°05T L1007 T7HAN N@CS N9P0T oC
LA LG A9°0P5T N°1P4AG N°1N0P 9700057 e+a L N Fa-T
A12.£LCTH5 ANTT 0% NEAT ATLTenCA 177900 AL LI5 A=

N+ NCNELR a0+8L22L¢ L7 aPw/lit NY°00P5k AR AR I 70:07 1oLE277
hEEP CONT TOAT /74FoT N°TNS@7 AL L5 =

Non, LT AHY 04 ACOELT FANFTFU<T LHETUTS T7PHATFU<7 CAMTU-17
AS APOAMTU- PATTUTT AOBeTS L2427 NAN APPNTTTE AaP L5590
NGA A79,7 N0A° ALLATU- N0t NA°TS MTr T OPRT KWILY 1770



mN$ A%%PPA®: 40Pt RAHANMC NNAT° LLCNT HIL AN PR F7F77
ATIAANT =

Ch AN A C O9° TNy SU-T /

Vet 1k aARNT

CTUCT 0k net LT 2
PACHTS WPt VA@SOG aow/lt ¢hlLhNhCT oFC “oPs dfa MPTo hTHhAhC

Qavy AAPT: CTPVE W1 FT MATH AN DC 07740 WaTrE N TALE LILET 124 PGAT P4 MGT
e HIAM WAL AN W8 Nevaviov 9T GANGS @GY° (IHC hlé LUl.040 GOt QAP
heIGIS NPT P8ANT OOZMGTT aavCon(s TIPGT WISV NAERTET CTANLOT TadT
MoPs oomlP STCNS A=

NTALE AL NAAG CTIPUCT L4LE ACLTH °0a0577 NPLLE Fo- N-TALY ANT THIEF
N N5y 9wt ¢tmsnd ACNLELSE TUCT NAMLL: 05 w1 HFeT mrbear
nA“oFre: ¢ MVFACHELT Arte: W188Par (1PAN CO0FAAG CornAAA UbF (L),
LT N7 Pt NCATLTHTT WI°rES TUCT NYLEeTANS NL14- @197 IC 9°00057
NeHUNC W8 TE AL WA WiSU9° O PhE W17 OFT PUA NPSAT 004G
MLETT L4 T AR “I0HIC CFACKE ST CodE P oo FTTHNSG A

NAL CHINATT h iP5 00 “1LL CULTF A MVTFACHELT W5 9°NCS havdC AL
¢-tav /ol MHFACHELT @0 ALa%S “15F9 TPUCT Th 18275 UASTT ong 5105718
PavGirh, VANTT APMSS heavlov/, AEACHEST aln 0% (NCL) 0194 oah P7.00T:
NOHACHLEeT PN 0P8 oow/li P7avd Wif had “IRRI° hddANL P QNF0THS UN9° TIC
NAMS N2CHT 780507 N0 (1$.14:40) Navny AAP® a0 3390 Chre ke hCTLn
TPhE ACNHELT 018840 L1l aw it +mé'rk A TG0 (NCL) WS AL 205 P0-
AR NWIAINT PG OTmS N CTUCT 100 Ot (AL AR TPPE Lo nE vl wéAT
METZAE GV 0U%E 16T 4o PRSoT Mida: 09Uk €174 avavd @ Fe-Alde 140 L (16" 14
NA’L NETH TaCP%5  TICT ovgn,av(C 1F7¢ PAPATT Novdin AT hovd.CC hIANTT NGT°
TET NS0T AL S5 A (HU- aow it

15/ POEACHLLSHTY W%z PPCOTS én A0S NINFIICS NU1a0P AL

L5
2%/  NhFAeRE nCrLAn FPUVE  WOPFES  PPCHTE oowlE (NS (N%AT P57
A°O0GT O FPUGCT WISUYC PovAhG P40 TS AhIST: AOMTEG
ANPELL% NUIHIET hPOT"L 815 A=




35/ eV FPUCT 0T 8L ST PASTT WIGTFeTT &R WISS14 WISUP
COANCHELTTOT LRTeTS w i e Fhs P50 A Lot 7 5ANTT HE HOTC
AU-L MPF (N 4PLE agPULTT NEMSNL Vs Noeamit AS BT5A=
45/ 280, BAPETS 04ALR ChTICE HeoCT MOHS M0S N“THIET WiS.U-9°
HOTC NP40, P7CUT 05T W80T hO L4 L5 A
54/  nlo AP@FFT a0 AR oYL N IMH HGL5TT NI ET 9°05T 10074.09
00-PT WISNAOT NI4T AL G5 A
NhAmPAL LU 1t CACX P hCFEAN TPVE NACKHELT E0TeT: CavchG: P40 PGT: PPCUT
PL0: /7 NG COACHEST Fén: 00 X% av@: CHOT TIPUCT: £P4N, TIPUCTE
CRACXL bLAT CRIR TIPVCT WISHOTE N4 BLAAT PO TONELAE BaV LAz

fhood TV 00T /0T

“goyg0 W, IANG° NF34.L:N0LT9° hicl Gé NBTIP®BL 174 NALAIACTTI® oo AT 080m: N17F
nNLE Nmé: AT MO2m 0T V8T A% 17 NATHANLG L0 BATAI NeoLY7E hI°AN HT AL
CONU-=” FIA AIPIe 33 17-18

Chovld Y AT TFPVCT O NEERor R 15 G0t PAdo- 00T NLH 0L
L PO FPVCE bk I4AR ALTE® A PLT e PhAz (WY LH 00T
AN H/k LV 1o PUILNA aTLAP AIATNTT NUTNS@T AL LIE A
PIF @ WIANNT a0 40P avHav . (1PA9°TE L1940 ATAINT OLPTE NIHY
A 004 NTIHA “7000N7 @FLAL FOALTT NP AT ARG L& 1P T
NIz NPE oC P7L.0M IHLAYG CHALE I4AP HAPFTT9° N971L:47
ALTACNELS AP WIAINT CNLnTAx

9ot o0t NGk TEALPF

- U4C 11 +7 2001 9/9° (11-20-2008) Phovd &V POMNT TI°VCT 0T «PI°NIG
¢ N9INF MHIE®- AR TCL AL NCHT i 900057 NETFOT M%7
NFad LT CONCT LT (HVP 0T 20005k APPANT@- 44N TFa-T
(PLLNTF @) F9°4T NovGIC FAP L/ONCTHT PA POAm 0T NN E9°




oGy CLAP aHav T NVANLT NavHav AL T 9°NDS CoLMFNT
Ut NeoPrge A (P U CE @PNAP CoZVE PEN TPN NF°hav§T
0T Foam: AP LINN 104z N@@AAP® PG PNt PINCTT 1971847
PNYN G292 PSA = (LY TP RPLTFo- NCHT PN 05T LY PI°NIG
¢7 095 oC A78.8471 mEPPA:=

- POICF FPUCT bk LY (PHIO Qoo NMNSOSTFe: 00140 4104 00T
2. hG @QNE 1 NPL oC P Ut@M hidot CHNTT RINTE avidae ona
APHIE M990 AL AT SVE JHM 14 KRINEE L979° Noam 17 gV o
PYLNA LHFIG mPoRS AT AT PAINT TIPVCT kT RIP0PN, 099007
74N FUCT CUL0m NHALE I POUTE AU N1 LNT FPOMGET
P ONTGE avILAR TEET AN PPH ZU-ES POANCONELSTTT 0Pt PUrn
oY UG PPH AU AHIP-T A°00r5k NIHA AN N2 ALPLN 15 A=

- MMAGT® Gav’kg° AT FPUCT bk ATSAGT Gaodt U 210, 9T
P07 PaPNG “ImAl TCOLI° 4985 Wk 05T IC oo NhSL.N
PAICKRS LOFLTT 1912471 ALFACOELSTT 7227 &AC AP AMLFACOES,
M, ALCAA

- AL o3P (1GA ATLTALo APT PA 0v14.0P Pro-@-F: NIAUETT
NAGCENT TN4&% 0.7 AHIEYTS AOANTIT 9°0006ET APHSS av14.0P
T9°UCT POAm HAPT APCN 2 0, &AC M. ALTACNELE ANTNLA =

- ATSU AIE FPUCT bE QAL Gav’t (1P9° 0Pt PN1S aALe +RPTG
H?Y¢ CUP10% +ao0 17T NNt (GCh &7 AALLEN HAET 1972471 9704

0. &AC M. ALTACOELE ALCAAE

Nten949° £V Lot AINT FI°VCT OV P LT PAST A1ATNT



‘w I 'l 'El A1 F T oA G T ~
REALTORS = !
. Fyq s AT Gl dEs |
= ] FanT 1E o0T T4
. Pt T ooy £
s Aty TBFELIC 7fr rvhart =
5351 FF 317762 BT 7
HETE TP sy T T
o e
HYA" M“l“GETn LH U TG oo Y+,
BROKER ASSOCIATE C oy 11 FOTO Phrrbrd o
PALO ALTO Cacas01 T hTOEL ANTFU*
T FOTT aw-f3. b F Flelr Fl-7

L18-F7- 97 75 TH s Tt £ BIIL 37 FLF- -

650)-323-111
65¢ 5 8012
\5 (650)-323-1143

ATIL bmuluget@gpr.com
rea of ‘alization
Sirrzle Family

s

E-/

Y

Meseret Y. Zeleke, Certified Public Accountant

Meseret Y. Zeleke

337 37th Street

Richmond, California 94805
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CAFE DAREYE

2504 Telegraph Avenue Oakland, CA 94612
Tel. (510) 286-1900

Open 7 Days a Week for Breakfast, Lunch,
and Dinner

We Cater for Weddings and Special Events

At Caté Dareye we use our Family recipe with the Best imported and
Traditionally seasoned Herbs and Spices

aradagebeya@sbcglobal.net
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OVER 15 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Sunset Video Production
Tel: (510) 915-2157

zee(@sunsetvideoproduction.com

www.sunsetvideoproduction.com
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“TEJI is a unigue drink of Ethiopian tradition.
Produced from Honey and a unigue form of hops
called “Ghesho”. Itis a Natural Wine
without sulfites and No Preservatives.
Enjoy it’s fresh Honey taste.

“You Will L.ove 1I¢!!>

F T — mmmmgood!!!

Enat Winery Office: (510) 632-6629
910-81°" Avenue # 18 Fax : (510) 632-1651
Oakland, CA 94621 Email: hhou723489@aocl.com
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The Biblical Ethiopia

""Ethiopia stretching out her hands unto God. Psalm 68:32"

The name Ethiopia has been mentioned more than 45 times in the Bible. Some of the
so called Bible scholars have said “The name of the modern country did not acquire the
name Ethiopia until the 20th century. It had been called Abyssinia. But this misleads
people, including the Ethiopians themselves to connect references to Ethiopia in the
Septuagint and in the New Testament to their country.” In some cases like the American
Bible Society went too far and replace the name Ethiopia with Sudan in their past version.
Although what they have stated and done is very offensive to millions Ethiopians, I am
writing this note in what appeared to be a fit of pique but to confute the deliberate error made
by them. It is possible to debate in great depth with regard to this issue as the Ethiopian
history is so immense and lots of supporting documents are available. Yet it is beyond the
scope of this article to provide comprehensive review of the whole field. However, I just
briefly outlined below when and where the name Ethiopia originated and who is the Biblical Ethiopia?
Ethiopian source

The term Ethiopia used in the past to describe the country south of Egypt that
stretching to India. However, throughout the centuries that prodigious country dwindled to its
present shape for many reasons. I leave aside why the Ethiopian empire has lost all its
territories, as it is not the main objective of this article but to show the term Ethiopia did not
crop up in the 20th century but has been used for centuries in our country in all aspects of life.

First, according to the Ethiopian traditions, the name Ethiopia first was used after the

Ethiopian King Aethiops I who reigned around 1860 BC and the natives have been called
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Ethiopians after him ever since. Therefore, the name Ethiopia originated 2000 years before
Christ, even before the Greeks used it to describe the people below south of Egypt.

Second, since Judaism was introduced in Ethiopia around 950 BC Ethiopians
annually used to go to Jerusalem to worship the God of Israel. This is backed by St. John
Chrysostom who lived in the fourth century mentioned the presence of Ethiopians in the
Holy City on the day of Pentecost. We know that Ethiopians have been worshipping the God
of Israel ever since. The Ethiopians at the time and even now have been making pilgrimages
to the Holy Land.

Even after the conversion from Judaism to Christianity, the Ethiopians have been
paying visits to the Holy Land and established monasteries in most holy places wherever our
Lord Jesus Christ taught and performed great deeds. And these holy places are still in our
possession. Their presence, way of life and places possessed described by many European
pilgrims throughout generations who also said “the Ethiopians are the most pious of all
monks” in Jerusalem. One of the earliest European accounts about the presence of Ethiopian
Christians in the Holy Land was the Latin Church father St. Jerome who lived in Bethlehem
around 386 AD.

Third, the famous Ethiopian Church music composer St. Yared who lived in the sixth

century has used the term Ethiopia in his Hymns. «h9qHh iz 00 a7H27Z @8R 0l LU-

i 2L AT ALNT = LTI PLOU- hACES ORAAREYL hoP L LU0t Ahl AOAL AoP7
&N 5N AIN @A%A® GAT° =)

Fourth, those resplendent Ethiopian monarchs for instance Emperor Amde Tsion and
Emperor Zera Yacoub who lived in the 14th century mentioned in their letters “Emperors of
Ethiopia...” These letters are currently archived at the Vatican Library.

Fifth, the famous Emperor Lebene Dingel who lived in the 16th century composed a
prayer which later on added to the early Morning Prayer “Seatat” or the Horologium
mentioned the term Ethiopia too. QA7+ 94 Al ;00AL:T @740 P40 NI
ANAAN, “ICLP° YD A-£7 VHS O9°% oNng AUIETT hATHE»

Other sources

The relationship between Ethiopia and Israel goes back to Antiquities. King David

had the desire to build the Temple of God but he never succeeded. However, his son King

Solomon, who reigned some 40 years (970- 930 BC) decided to build the Temple of
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Yahweh; and in order to provide the materials for the building he sent out his ships to various
countries. One of these places was the land of Ophir/Punt which is situated on the west coast
of the Red Sea. Many Ethiopist reckon that the name Afar might be derived from the name
Ophir which is situated in the northeast of Ethiopia. The main reason for King Solomon
sending his ships to this part of the world was, because of the high commercial and maritime
activity on the coast of the Red Sea. It is well know that the Egyptian Pharoses have had
commercial link with the land of Punt/Ophir since 3000 BC. The main imports were gold,
platinum, Myrrh, eye cosmetic and other ingredients. There are lots of reasons to support this
land of Punt is situated within the present Ethiopian state. In recent times Kings Solomon’s
gold mines have been discovered in the southern part of Ethiopia. So it is more unlikely to
connect Zimbabwe as King Solomon’s mines. One of the good reason for importing
materials from Ethiopia could be the quality as it is mentioned in Job 28:19 “The topaz of
Ethiopia shall not equal it.”

The prophet Isaiah who lived in the 8th century BC tells us “Woe to the land
shadowing wings, which is beyond the rivers of Ethiopia: that sends ambassador by the sea,
in papyrus skiffs over the waters. Is.18: 17 First, this verse clearly indicates that the country
must be on the West coast of the Red Sea which is Ethiopia as the neighboring kingdom at
Napata was far from the Red Sea Coast and where the Niles join. Secondly, the kingdom at
Napata or Meroe at the time tends to use the land route via Egypt. Thirdly, it is still very
much in use of papyrus boats in Lake Tana, northwest of Ethiopia. Fourthly, on this chapter
verse 3 it says, “...the signal being hoisted on the mountains, look!” If we take this verse,
Ethiopia is the only mountainous region compare to the Sudan or Egypt. Therefore, it is the
present Ethiopia which is mentioned in Isaiah.

The prophet Zephaniah (640-609 BC) prophesized that ““ From beyond the rivers of
Ethiopia my suppliants, even the daughter of my dispersed, shall bring mine offerings Zep.3:
10.” This prophesy clearly tell us that the long term commercial links between Israel and
Ethiopia and above all the dispersed children of Israel would go back to the land of their
ancestors. This exodus is a very recent event that thousands of Ethiopian Jews (the Falasha)
immigrated to Israel.

Jeremiah (605 BC) mention “Now when Ebde-Melech the Ethiopian, one of the

eunuchs which was in the kings house, heard that they had put Jeremiah in the

33



dungeon...Jer.38: 7.” It has been a custom to use eunuchs in the house of the Ethiopian
Royal household till the time of the last Emperor Haile Selassie. So we can see some kind of
connection between the Royal household of Ethiopia and Israel. For instance It has been said
by the classical writes or other travelers, the Ethiopians are known for being very amenable
to reason and justice, a good natured, kind and so inclined to forgiveness that they readily
pardon any injuries. The benevolent Ebde-Melech is one typical example.

Jeremiah also mention in chapter 46: 9 “Come up, ye horses; and rage, ye chariots;
and let the mighty men come forth; the Ethiopian and the Libyans, that handle the shield; and
the Lydians, that handle and bend the bow.” Many writes have been said about the bravery of
Ethiopians army in the ancient times. For instance Alemida said “they sit a horse well, are
quiet strong and healthy and are brought up and insured to foil, enduring hunger and thirst as
much as can be imagined, and continue in the field for the greater part of the year, suffering
all the discomfort and inclemency of sun, cold, rain and with little food. Marco Polo also
said, “you must know that in the province of Abash, there are excellent soldiers, and many
horsemen. They have great number of horses. And it is well for them that this is so, for they
have to fight with Sultan of Aden (Adal), with that of Nubia, and with many more besides.
On account of this constant practice in arms, they are deemed the best soldiers of all the
provinces of India.

The Yemeni Ambassador Hasen Bin Ahmed described “a people of great bravery,
strong endurance, great numbers and a wide boundaries who could endure long journey and
much suffering.”

Once again the Greek travelers and historians from ancient times provide us most
helpful guide. They have left us very credible details of how their gods love the blameless
Ethiopians, the whereabouts of this stupendous nation and the people.

Ethiopia’s civilization probably reached its apogee during the Axumite period and in the
latter 3rd century Mani wrote that Aksum was known as one of the four great powers of the
world. Cosmas Indicoplestes who was in the 6th century refers constantly to “Ethiopia” and
its capital “Aksum”. He tells us of the export from Ethiopia of nuggets of Gold, Ivory and
species, Myrrh and others where obtainable at the market of Adulis and Aksum. Aeschylus
also said about this land and its people as "...a land far off, a nation of black men... men who

live hard by the fountain of the sun where is the river of Ethiopia."
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As Professor Sergew Hable Selassie summarized in his book “The Ancient and
Medieval History of Ethiopia”: in the very beginning this country which we call Ethiopia
today was only part of the area known by the same name to the classical writers. These
authors divided Ethiopia into two parts and this distinction was important because later the
northern part was to become known as Nubia and the name Ethiopia was retained only for
the region of the Axumite Empire. As mentioned in the first paragraph some foreigners used
the term Abyssinia in the past, nevertheless, Ethiopians have been addressed themselves for
centuries as Ethiopians.

Some Biblical scholars flagrantly disregarding the true meaning of the Bible and
mislead others by distorting the true meaning of the Bible in terms of Ethiopia. In 1976 the
American Bible Society has deliberately altered the term “Ethiopia” into “Sudan” in the
Good News Bible. The Holy Synod of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church (EOC) strongly
protested and denounced this malicious act. In response to the EOC the office of the United
Bible Societies recognized the deliberate alteration made by the American Bible Society and
assured that further reprints of the Good News Bible would be stopped. This kind of
fabrication will continue and we Ethiopians have the responsibility to defend our history and

heritage.

“Ethiopians shall bow down before him, and his enemies shall lick the dust.” Psalm 72: 9
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